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The curtains fell for the international and ecumenical conference on racial justice with a meaningful Eucharist service 
led by Bishop David Hamid at the St. Ursulas Old Catholic Church in Freiburg. The Participants gathered around the 
Lord’s table and an image of the Kaleidoscope with a sense of achievement and a sense of purpose. Everyone was sure 
that this was only the next major step in the journey towards greater unity and closer inclusion. Archdeacon Leslie 
Nathaniel, who was pivotal in getting the program together commented that the purpose of the conference was 
achieved and we have miles to go for the fulfilment of the Kingdom vision. The conference analyzed the reality of 
racism through new eyes and critiqued the colonial heritage and prevailing narratives of history through fresh and racism through new eyes and critiqued the colonial heritage and prevailing narratives of history through fresh and 
dynamic perspectives. It boldly addressed the reality of racial injustice – visible and invisible - that still prevails in the 
life of the Church and Society. The practical ways suggested to overcome racism and to envision a roadmap for a 
community free of racial prejudices were bold, prophetic and pragmatic. The Conference heard stories of 
discrimination and pain. There was anger and repentance. But a general agreement that we are called to be on the side 
of those socially minoritized. It acknowledged that a culture of control still exists and this needs to be transformed to a 
culture of belonging. Bishop Robert and Bishop David affirmed the diocesan commitment to inclusion in every aspect culture of belonging. Bishop Robert and Bishop David affirmed the diocesan commitment to inclusion in every aspect 
of the life of the church. One of the major lenses that the conference used was that of the inter-faith one stating that 
justice can be achieved only together. The participants were leaving Freiburg not with a sense that something has 
ended, but with the sense that a fresh new beginning was on the horizon. God’s Kaleidoscope awaits much brighter 
expressions of itself for the future to see.

The new world is not there yet,
we are still struggling

Klaus SchaeferChristians are not fantasts; 
they do know that the world is not yet a world in which justice and righteousness 
prevail. But they are also firmly convinced and inspired by the trust that God is always 
busy, working in the world to overcome evil and to promote justice and that God will 
eventually bring forth a new world where “every tear will be wiped from the eyes” of 
people and “mourning and crying and pain will be no more”. 
Prof. Klaus Schaefer said addressing the conference.Prof. Klaus Schaefer said addressing the conference.

In his concluding talk he said- I would just like “to turn the table”, so to 
say. I often mentioned the words discrimination, exclusion, 
marginalization – the people that are usually not seen, the invisible ones, 
peoples at the fringes of our society. In ending my deliberations, I would like 
to state that these so often invisible people do have a message for us. The ones 
whom we make invisible, that is our wish and hope, step out of their invisible, 
marginalized status at the fringes of our busy world and challenge us with a marginalized status at the fringes of our busy world and challenge us with a 
“Mission from the Margins”.

Every End is a New Beginning







“Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth.
And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; 

There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed 
away.” Rev 21:1.4

During our During our conference, we have experienced how deep encounters 
and discourses can transform the way we see each other, perceive 
each other and understand one another. We are encouraged by this 
realisaƟon and recommend that our Churches follow our example and 
open up spaces for conscious exchanges on the theme of racial 
jusƟce. We are convinced that racial jusƟce must be the life breath 
and an essenƟal element of all ecclesial bodies and church acƟviƟes. 
As As concrete measures to fill this claim with life we recommend that 
racial jusƟce must
- be a regular and compulsory topic in all relevant deliberaƟons and 
decision making processes on all levels of Church organisaƟon,
- mandatorily be taken into account when analysing power 
structures and their impact on the promoƟon or prevenƟon of 
change,
- in the Diocese in Europe of the Church of England be the subject of 
a study commissioned by the Diocesan Racial JusƟce Working Group 
to analyse  power structures that have an impact on the promoƟon 
and/or prevenƟon of change and the ability of our churches to be a 
propheƟc witness to the Church and to the world,
-- consƟtute an integral part of educaƟon and training as well as all 
relevant material used therein, already starƟng with Sunday Schools 
(as it is easier to learn equality than to unlearn bias). In parƟcular, it 
must specifically be included, both in theology and pracƟce, in the 
training programmes for curates, for lay ministers, and in the lay 
discipleship courses; furthermore, racial jusƟce must be integrated 
into all safeguarding training programmes, 
-- be given visibility in our liturgies and prayers, through the inclusion 
of grieving for the injusƟces of the past, challenging unjust and biased 
hierarchies and stereotypes, prayers of repentance, and through 
reflecƟng the mulƟcultural nature of God́s Church.
- figure as an essenƟal and prioriƟsed item of the Churches’ public 
poliƟcal and advocacy work, in parƟcular in speaking out
> against racism and discriminaƟon in poliƟcs and society,
>> against the perpetuaƟon of patriarchal systems of humiliaƟon and 
oppression,
> for groups which are parƟcularly vulnerable, such as Roma people 
and travellers, refugees and asylum seekers,
> for a revision of the global economic and trade systems, giving 
marginalised markets a real chance and safeguarding civil, poliƟcal, 
social, cultural and ecological human rights.
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- concede power and space to young people who claim their share in 
reshaping the church, not just viewing them as its future, but knowing 
and supporƟng them as part of the present,
- take seriously the need for dialogue and cooperaƟon with people of 
other faiths and beliefs, as injusƟce cannot be changed by Churches 
alone, even if they are united in their engagement,
-- show more courage and determinaƟon in proclaiming the gospel of 
love, jusƟce and peace in word and in deed with greater confidence in 
and commitment to what we know to be the truth and God’s will for 
this – God’s – world.
“Whoever conceals their transgressions will not prosper,  but they “Whoever conceals their transgressions will not prosper,  but they 
who confess and forsake them will obtain mercy.”  Prov 28:13 Pay 

attention to yourselves! If your brother or sister sins, rebuke 
them, and if they repent, forgive them. Luke 17:3 

FFollowing deep discussions and respecƞul exchanges of views and 
experiences, we agree on the following conclusions for our Churches: 
- The first step towards racial jusƟce is to acknowledge exisƟng 
injusƟces and their root causes. This must include an uncompromising 
analysis of current power structures, poliƟcal, economic and ecclesial, 
and must include new injusƟces, in parƟcular caused by ecological 
destrucƟon and climate change, which follow from colonial 
coconƟnuiƟes in a system based on submission and exploitaƟon. - The 
second step towards racial jusƟce is understanding the impact of the 
sins of the past – such as enslavement and colonisaƟon – on life in the 
present, and how they will also shape our future if we don’t 
consciously and resolutely change course.
- The third step towards racial jusƟce is repenƟng of those sins, even 
those that we have not commiƩed ourselves but from which we sƟll 
draw privilege and status and power, and make amends for what 
amends can sƟll be made, recƟfy what can sƟll be recƟfied, restore 
what can sƟll be restored, heal what can sƟll be healed – even at a 
cost to ourselves.
-- The fourth step towards racial jusƟce is giving a voice to those who 
were not heard, visibility to those who were overlooked, a safe place 
to those who were excluded, and honour to those who were looked 
down upon.
- The fiŌh step towards racial jusƟce is to then discover how this new 
diversity is a strength and source of life for our Churches. They are in 
deep need of renewal in order to survive and thrive.

“’For as the new heavens and the new earth“’For as the new heavens and the new earth
which I will make shall remain before Me,’ says the Lord,

‘So shall your descendants and your name remain.’” Is 66:22

In Partnership with among others



Kaleidoscopic indeed was this conference in several ways. It brought together 
a wide variety of talents. People with wisdom of age, richness of experience 
and overarching commitment for justice.
The wide range of resource persons drawn from a kaledoscopic choices added 
colour and richness to the discourses. It was not only intellectual finesse and 
emotional fineness at the brim but also a willingness to listen, appreciate 
different points of view and agreeing to disagree.
This should not be a one off event but a major step towards the building of This should not be a one off event but a major step towards the building of 
the future we are waiting for, the participants commented. The sense of the 
house was best communicated by Lay Canon Andrew Khoo who called the 
conference “A window to the world”.

“The Conference Opened a Window to the World for Us”-

Friends, 
We have come to the final event of this International and Ecumenical Conference on Racial Justice. 
This conference I trust has been a groundbreaking moment in the life and witness of our Diocese in This conference I trust has been a groundbreaking moment in the life and witness of our Diocese in 
Europe and that of our partners. From a situation of little hope, we dreamed together, and now we pray 
that a fresh momentum has begun. Together we have been inspired and challenged; together we have 
wrestled and celebrated; we have been pained and crossed bridges of reconciliation. I believe a  Kairos 
moment was  grasped.    
We rejoice and are thankful  that this conference could be set in a wider international and ecumenical We rejoice and are thankful  that this conference could be set in a wider international and ecumenical 
context, giving expression  to the many heartening developments in church-to-church relationships and 
partnerships. These continuing friendships between churches and partners, is precious and will need 
continuing  attention and sensitivity.  
I here remind, however, that rejoicing in all that is achieved is not enough: the Gospel calls us to 
continually define and shape the life of our communities, this requires us not only to be 
faithful to the tradition which we have inherited, but also to be responsive to new issues. 
We are called to exercise a critical and prophetic role within the life of our nations, and We are called to exercise a critical and prophetic role within the life of our nations, and 
to witness to a unity in Christ which transcends national loyalties and boundaries, and 
which enables the churches to bear effective Christian witness and service.....
The text chosen for todaýs reflection is from the Letter to the Ephesians which puts this 
wide perspective before us (Ephesians 3:14-21). 
The key thought in Ephesians is the gathering together of all things, the whole of 
creation, with Christ at the centre. Without this centre the world is divided, disunited, 
and broken. Those in power become gods themselves: oppressive and destructive for and broken. Those in power become gods themselves: oppressive and destructive for 
they ignore this centre. That was the world as experienced by the author of this letter. 
And does it not reflect the world we are seeing today? 
For all our achievements as human beings and all the progress, and even the prospects 
that humankind faces no limits to its achievements, are they only for the good??
Do we not see a frightening loss of values and respect for one another the world over, 
leading to open conflict and terrorism with wide scale destruction, loss of life and suffering. 
Vast groups of people are cut off: - from economic resources, from their geographic Vast groups of people are cut off: - from economic resources, from their geographic 
homelands and from a cohesive and supportive social environment. And as we have heard 
painful witness at this conference: the colour of skin, ethnicity or social background still 
far too often endemically function as markers for discrimination.  We could mention so 
many contexts of violence, dire situations of poverty, the homeless, migrants and refugees, 
not to forget the serious environmental concerns. Our world is getting ever more fragmented 
and wider conflicts threaten.
Into these realities we must ask the urgent question: Into these realities we must ask the urgent question: 
Where do we as people of faith in God our Creator, in Jesus of Nazareth and the 
Spirit of God whom we claim, matter?

Where do we Matter?
Snippets from the Closing Talk of Archdeacon Ven. Dr. Leslie Nathaniel
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The Journey Will Go On...

For More Information: 
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